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some ,u;ir nooixs.

isiiri.
t'nllke some men who nchlevo great-

ness, Oiorgio Vasari had It thrust upon
Mm, not for his nrtlstry. hut because of
his hook about painters. He wns not a
genius. II In llteraty ability was hardly
iwonil rate; nevertheless, his Lllett linvr
embalmed his own reputation nlong with
the ureal names of those of whoso doings
lie so InKenuoiisly, apparently, gossiped,
A new biography bv Hoiikrt W C.wt'if.s
h.--.s been recently published entitled
Thr ! oj Worsiio Cnscrf.' A .Sio'y

thr Lnfrr Rcnalancr. In Itnlii (Henry
Holt Hnd Company). It may I o urged
by those who are acquainted with the
uoiks executed by vasari, both in ar-

chitecture and painting, thai they are
not such as merit the serious labor In-

volved by an extended biography, and
with this view Mr. Cardeii is in entire
agreement. Th" study of Vasari hns.
however, other aspects, and it is with
these that the present volume i chiefly
concerned. The hiogiaph"r of the

of the Italian Benalssnnce concludes
his !ives with a shoit account of his
own works, addln? It. as lie would make
im blleve, somewhat unwillingly These
notice! necessarily cease with the publi-
cation of the 1.13 edition, leaving the

years of his life unrecordel
When Bottarl published a new edition,
with numerous nodes and addenda. h"
endeavored to complete the life of the
biographer with a rursery conillation
from Vasari's own letters of the period.
The life, thus finished, has been allowed to
land; for the late fiaetano Miliums! was

content to reprint the notices given by
Bottari with little additional mitter.
Neither seems to have tested the accuracy
of the autobiography by compnrliiR it
with Vasarl's contemporary correspond-
ence: nor did they find it of interest to
sift the large amount of collateral evidence
which lay at hand. Mr. Carden con-
cludes, therefore, that those who under-
took the vast work of editing these vol-

ume were carried away by their interest
In the greater personalities of whom
Vaaari tells, and to such an extent that
the biographer is himself passed over
with but scant notice, while the magni-
tude of the task he performed is almost
forgotten.

The life of Vasarl, of the individual,
not the mediocre artist, amply repays

'whatever study la devoted to it. He
was the first writer to set out coher-
ently the story of the renaissance of art
in Italy; and while lacking the equipment
of the modern critic and historian he
has traced the development of the sister
arts from their early leginntngs down to
the splendid days which marked the
opening of the sixteenth century, with a
clearness deserving of all praise. His
Lives are divided Into three periods,
which may conveniently be described
aa the infancy, the youth and the man-
hood of the arte. Here Vasarl stoppod.
supposing that this manhood would
endure forever; forgetting that senile
decay follows as surely upon the steps
of maturity as manhood upon youth.
This period of decay coincides in a re-

markable degree with the sixty-thre- e

years that Vasarl spent in this world of
ours; and he haa left us. quite uncon-
sciously, as clearly written a history s
r.ny to be found in the Lives. This
document, to ua a hackneyed, phrase.
Is a human document, Vasarl himself
He was 9 yearn old when Haphnet died,
and he survived Michelangelo by ten
years, dying with the knowledge that all
the great old masters were dead and there
were no younger men fitted to carry on
the traditions of the past.

Many writers have devoted then, selves
to the Mudy of the golden period of the
renaissance. They lead us to Parnassus
and leave us there, declining to tell us of
the path that lies beyond anil leads steeply
down into the misty valleys once more.
There is, however, an interest which at-

taches itself to the process of decay,
melancholy though it may be: and in
Vasari's life as we find it in his letters
and in the witness of his contemporaries
we may clearly mark the decline of art
both in Florence and Home; undCrCo'imo
de' Medici in the one and undeth Popes
who succeeded Clement VII. in the other

Vaaari may be considered, so Mr Car-
den believes, as the most prominent
artist of this period of decadence. Hoth
architect and painter. h lived in the
midst of courts; he conversed with Ales,
sandro, Cosimo and Francesco de' Medici,
and was familiar as rommr.ner clav might
be with the Topes from Clement II. to
Gregory XIII. He knew all the great
painters who were slowly passing away
around him, and the notices of them in
the Lives are largely supplied by his
own eyewitness. More than rtio of his
letters have already been published nnd
a great many more have tecently been
discovered. In addition to this we have
the autobiography, together with a num.
ber of his poems, so that thero is ample
material for the present work.

Vasarl claims interest as a type of the
aftermath and as the writer of the Lives,
Whatever grandeur his architecture may
possess is due to the magnificent scale on
which his ducal patron was accustomed
to build rather than to any intrinsic, merit
on the part of the designer, the Palazzo
de' Cavalier! at Pisa only excepted. His
paintings axe so Inferior that it would be
waste of time to emphasize their demerits.
But with this the worst has been said.
His literary legacy is of a far greater
value. In his letters he strips himself
bare; he shows us the joys anil sorrows in-

cident upon theservicesof mighty princes
in the great days of old, and lie shows us
what is perhaps of Mill greater interest,
the manner in which he collected the
wonderful amount of information which
is contained in the "Uvea of the Most

Painters, Sculptors and Archi-
tects."

Mr. Carden's twenty-seve- n chapters
deal with the childhood and early days of
Alessandro de' Medici, Camaldoll, "The
Lives of the Painters," Pope Julius III.,
Florence, the second section of the Lives,
the Palazzo Vecchio, preparations for
Francesco de' Medicl'B wedding, und the
wedding; Vnsari's tour of Italy, at Home
and St. Peter's, the end or the autobi-
ography, Pius V Lome again, the death
of the rrtist, nnd Vnsari's place in uit.
Mr. Carden ban handled his unwieldy
matcriul with signal cane; j10 writtH with
sufficient enthusiasm to make iho venor-nhl- o

bones of erudition live again, nnd he
ki clear In his communications mid fair
In his Judgments, Vjisari t great-gran-

,'aihej-- , Lnzzaro. died in it:,:, Hiving a
,on, Cl.i,;lo, engaged in Hie making of
nots, nnd a nephew, son of Ins sisi,.,
Signon-lli- , who r.flerwui l Iim ..m.. fatnoi
as a painter. Oiorgio th" dlei. gi.in.I-frtli-

of the biogiv-rhrv- . I,i ;, Ihmm'K
mIUi roBenrohei- - Into the i.irth 1, .,f tin-ol-

Fir mean potters, and wns ,u i, (1r.
rronf ill is to nslisinvrt '. in of i.-i-r

rrei pro-cas-
es end to unarth n . mm

pnitn'n furnace with .1 q i.mtltv if wMn-abl- n

piei, liy Oils mrnns hr connived
to rati-- himself i Utile above his fellows,
and It via with him that the family nsnie
of Vaaari (vasarJo or vns.no a poMer)

' e ems to have originated, With him, too,
I the Vasarl first came to the notice of the
I Medici, for Lorenzo the Magnltloent ac-- !

iff ito! Home of (he treasures which had
Imxh found, Giorgio died In 1484 at the
ngn of Bs, leaving r. large family of sons,
most of whom. If not nil, followed tho old
culling. One of these, Antonio by name,
married Mitddelenn Taccl. nnd at Arezzo.
011 July 311, l.'.ll, too years ago, a eon was
born, called Oiorgio after his grand father,
nnd destined as the author of tho Lives to

I make the name Immortal.
Ills chtllliooi was not of the happiest:

be was sickly pud sensitive, He received
his Hist elementary Instruction In draw-
ing Iroiu his kiustnnn Luca Sigtiorelli,
then 11 very old man. The vicissitudes... .1. - .1iimii tiiiiicrweni neioro success came

iim( him need not concern im here, His
biographer relates these things.

, Hut the story of how the Lives enme to
bo written is of interest. It has been
tolil by (liorgio himself nnd is well known
In nil students of art. It was according
to him in istn, ihedale Is of importance,
that he painted the SaU ilelln. Cancel-lerl-

spending his evening among the
suite or the Cnnlln.il Fnrne.se. - t the
time 1 am speaking of." h" savs, "1 was
in the habit of golnc to the house of the
most illustrious Cardinal after 1 had fin-

ished work for the dny. nnd used to nit
by while he supped, listening to the ele-
gant and scholarly dlscnuise with which
Molza, Annibale Caro, Messer Oandolfo.
Meser Clandio Tolomel. Messer Bomola
Ainaseo. Monslgnor fiiovio and mmy
other leprned and gnllnnt gentlemen who
frequented the palace used to enteitnln
him On one pnrtlculp.- - evening they
were discussing (iinvlo's museum, as well

,ns the portraits of illus'.rious men he had
collected nnd put in It. The conversa-
tion passed from one topic to another, as
generally happens In a gathering of this
sort, and Monslgnor Ctiovlo remarked
that he had always wished to enrich hi
museum and his Hook of K11 logics with
som kind of treatise l racing the history
or nil who had been famous In the arts of
design, beginning with filotto and coining
dow n to our own day. Then as he warmed
to his theme he revealed n certain amount
of intuitive knowledge end 11 nice appre-
ciation of our art, though it is true that
for the most pan he confined himself to
gencalities r.nd avoided the discussion
of technical matters. Often, too, he
would mi up the baptismal and family
names of the painters he mentioned,
getting himself entangled with their
nationalities and their works, and telling
the wrong end of the story first. When
Oiovio finished speaking the Cardinal
turned to me and said

'Well. Giorgio, and what do you think
of the matter? Po you not think that
such a work would be well worth doing?'
'It would indeed be a nplendld under-takin- g,

most illustrious Cardinal," I

'provide.! that Oiovio were assisted
by c painter or some one who could put
the facts Into their pioper order mid in

the technicalities to him. 1 offer
this suggestion localise in much of what
he said just now he put the cart before
the horse." An animated conversation
took place between the Cardinal. Oiovio,
Caro, Tolomei r.nd the olheis. Then the
Cardinal turne I to me mil said: 'Well,
could you not yourself supply some sort
of outline, and a series of notices of each
ertlst. r.rrMiged in their proper order''
Hy doing r,o you woul 1 confer p. benefit
on these arts of your- - ' I gnve him my
promise, ami although I knew such a
work was bevond my ability I said that
I would do pll that lay in my power, and
do it with the utmost willingness."

This is tli r.ccount of the incident
given by Vaari. and the one that has been
ncceptel us reliable. I.ven in this, how.
ever, the writer of the Lives has been
caught napping by Siguor

who just Iv observes that us Moba
died in February 1344. he could not very
well have been present, at least in the
flesh, p.t the historic gathering of 1148.

I.ither. therefore. Vasjrl Is Incorrect in
stcting tlipt Molza wp.s one of those, who
supped with th" Cardinal that evening
or else the incident, took place earlier

'

than the date pssigned to it. The aliove
j mentioned writer rdduces many argu-
ments in favor of the latter theory, and
while failing to produce pny conclusive
testimony gives i: as his opinion that

j the discussion took pi nee, not in I54R, but
in th'J earlier part of 15 43. To give his

I arguments in full would occupy too much
space, but the centre point of his attack
is bused upon the short time at the

disposal if the book were only
(begun in 1510. pnd before the end of the

following year had so far progressed as
to be "nearly ready for copying out in a

j clerkly hand." In support of his conten- -'

tion he urges that Vpsari was particularly
I busy at this time; ami when it is remem-h-'re- d

that 1m had the whole of the Sala
to decotato m addition to six pictures
which are specifically mentioned in the
autobiography, it does not seem possible
thut he should have found time 10 com-ple- te

tho volumes which have made the
name of Oiorgio Vasari undying.

Vasari, howpver. had leally been pre-

paring for these Lives since he was a
child; witness his remarks at the end of
his Life of (ihiberti, In which ho says,
speaking of the drawings in his Librn di
Disegni- "I obtained these drawings (b7
(ihlbertil together wdth others by Oiotto
nnd his contemporaries, from Vettorio
(Ihiberti in 1538. when I was quite a young
roon. And I have always held them, as

j I do still, in great veneration, Loth lie- -
cause nvy r ii"iiuiiiui aim us u memorial
of such great masters." Vasari, indeed,
knowing that ho olone had the material
for such a grpat work, may even havo
been the first to moot the subject, venti-
lating his opinions among his friends, mak-

ing suggestions as to their form and Hcope,
while keeping discreetly silent upon the
notes ho had already collected It must
be urged, too, that Signer Scoti-Itci- ti

nelli's evidence is not always un satitifoc-tor- y

as it would appear, for in the course
of his work already cited ho refers to two

j unpublished mnliuscripts In the ISIbliotera
dellu Pin Frateinitadl Santa .Maria, which

I i now tho Municipal Library. But more
than this, Mr. Curden hns been able to
sutlsfy himself that one of the two maim-- j
scripts does not exist und never has er-- ,
lsteil, nt least In the lihtiiry leferred to.
it Is tho one cited by him as beiiigentltlcd
"Vltft di Oiorgio Vusuri, piltore nretlno,
scrittore dello Vita do' Pittori. Hcultori ixl
Archltetti." Ho appears to huvo been

by a cursory glance at u ponderous
manuscript with the title "Mcmorio Stor-ich- e

Arctlne," the index of which is fur
morn complete thun thu volume. Tho
Llfo of Wuri. while his name certainly
appears In the index, wps never written.

So It wns that Oiorgm found himself
pushed bodily into the UtetHry llel I. And
wtrnngi'ly enough, while he Is tolerably
pi mid or ins wurU uru pumtei, his writings
are mi'titlono.l with 1e.1l inoliMty. So
Imik can be found it ti his "Piefnco to the
Fiist I dilion." He ppologizon for the
ImoU having crown larger than ho orlgl- -

niilly intended, nn I snys ho has spent
ten years in iiollertitig his materials,

"So ninny were the difficulties I encoun-
tered

I

thr at tunes I should have given
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tip in despair had It not been for the kind-nes- s

and generosity of a large number of
friends, to whom I am eternally grateful
tor their encouragement. It Is because
of them that I went ahead bravely. I
thank them for their loving assistance
and for Information end advice given when
1 was In perplexity. I neither
expect nor delude myself with the hope
of making a name for tnytelf as a his-

torian or a writer of books. I have not
thought of such a thing. My business
In life Is to paint, not to' write. And I

have put together these notices or me-

morials, or rough sketches (as I prefer
to call thcmi so that some persons of
higher attainments and equipped with
all thoee excellencies which befit Ihe true
writer may In sweeter tones and ft mom
exalted style extol the merits and im-

mortalize the' names of these glorious
artists whom ! have merely rescued from
the dust and oblivion of time which

In part concealed them.
I have written as a simple painter should
w rite, ond In my own language. Whether
It be the Florentine tongue or (he dialect
of Tuscany I shall not pause to con-
sider, nor yet whether I ought to have
used so many of the technical words be-
longing to my ctaft. I had to use them
so as to make myself understood by my
fellow workmen." He mistrusted his
abilities to such an extent that- - he gave
the whole book into the lyinds of a friend
"with full and entire liberty to cut it
about to suit his own taste, so long as he
neither interfered with Ihe substance nor
sense." "I have not set out forth" pur-
pose of teaching people how to write the
Tuscan tongue; mv intention wa just
this, to write about the lives and works of
the p.rtists,"

"I am plunged into the deepest grief,
as your Highness will readily imagine,
by the death of the Cavallem Messer
Oiorgio, my brother, which hns just
taken place. May his soul rest In peace."
bo wrote Pietro Vasari on June 27. 13"4.
to Francesco de' Medici, only sixty-fou- r

days after th" decease of Corimj. Who
shall say, esks Mr. Carden, that the loss
of his beloved master did not hasten the
dissolution? He seems to have suffered
from no specific disease, but to have
i lipped quietly from hl. moorings mid
lrtiiichoJ Into tlm eternal. Beyond
Pletro's letter end n short notice in 11

manuscript preserved in the Blblloteca
dellu Pla Confratemita dl Santa Maria
at Arezzo there U nothing to be learned
that we do not already know. "On June
27, 1574, here died Messer Oiorgio Vasarl
of Arezzo, a painter and architect of great
merit. He was the architect of the whole
of the new buildings near the Xecca in
Florence for the Mugistrati; he painted
the walls and ceiling of the magnificent
ealone. which belongs to the Duke; he
commenced the paintings on the dome of
Ihe Florentine Cathedral, but only com-plet-

the groups of kings under the
lantern, and executed many other works
which are to be seen hen-i- n Florence "

So died Oiorgio Vasari, having indeed
made himself immortal, but not by
his skill as architect and painter. He
considered himself to le a consummate
artist, he beljeved himself the worthy
successor of Michejangelo and Raphael,
end that tha Popes and princes h" served
would gain additional lustre from the
works he did for them- Had he been
told that as a puinter he would run the
ritii of sinking into the realm of the for
gotten, but that he would live forever as
the historian of the artists, ho would have
laughed his interlocutor to scorn, or per-
haps have boxed his ears, as he did i)t
lino's, And yet after the death of Michel-
angelo he was called in us consulting
architect to St Peter's nt Home, Many a
painter whose name is passing well known
woul 1 have sunk into oblivion had not
Oiorgio enshrined him in the Lives;
and now these sune Lives, written by
one wdiose inn i was "more fitted to wield
the brush than the pen," have become
his own monument, to Inst as in his fond
blindness Im hoped of his paintings,
"during life, after death, and until the
world fhall liave ceased to exist." We
confess to much enjoying Mr Carden's
life of the illustrious and versatile Oiorgio
Vasari.

n Irish t!riut 11 r the Hrcmi.
In the preface to her compilation from

the unpublished Journals of the Honor-
able Mrs. Calvert, entitled An Irinh Rrautu
of th- Rrgcncy (John Lane Company).
Mrs. Wa firknnf; Hi,akk remarks that "n
book of this sort necessarily partakes
somewhat of the natilie of whit our
transatlantic neighbors call a friend-
ship quilt because of the many persons
who lend their aid by supplying interest-
ing bits of information, verifying por-
traits, facts nnd so forth " History,
which is meroly the "friendship quilt"
on a larg? scale, githers and verifies its
facts from precisely this (sort of private
contemporary records, nnd therefore
such records are of interest and value,
even if, like tho present one, the writer
does not rise to tho heights of wit, keen
observation and literary charm to which
the famous diaries hive accustomed us,
incidentally, no doubt, somewhat spoiling
us for the ordinary run of jottipgi

I.
The Hon. Frances Pery was born in

Dublin February 4, 1787. Although des.
tined to spend n large part of her life
in England, she had probably not a drop
of English blood in her veins. Her father,
Edward Sexten Pery, from County Lim-

erick, possessed conslderablo property
nnd was n man of great power nnd un-

questioned integrity He was Speaker
of the Irish House of Commons, and on
resinning that office ho was created n
Viscount and granted a pension of 3,000
a year He married the oldest daughter
of Lord Knnpton, descended on her moth-er'- s

side from the Earls of Abercorn. of
royal lineage, who belonged to one of tho
oldest fnmiliH in Scotlund. Elizabeth,
Counters of Abercorn, who was married
in lfl".fl, hnd a rare but not unique export,
nnce, for she lived to see her great-gre- at

-- granddaughter, Eliznbeth Hand-coc-

Lndy Pery's daughter by hor first
marriage. This gave rise to the old say-
ing, quoted in tho family: "Hise, daugh-
ter, nnd go to your daughter, for your
daughter's daughter Ins got a daughter."
All five wero namod Elizabeth,

In Frances Pery's time, as now, a knowl-
edge of French wns considered on es-

sential part of tho education of ovoiy
young woman of fashion. That may bo
the reason why she calls her reminiscen-
ces. "Mes SouvenlrH" when dedicating
them to her beloved children,

As Lord Pery had no son the title
becaiiU! nxllnct at his dentil in INOfl.

His two (laughters, Uiana Jane nnd
Frances, ihe younger, married the
Hon. 'I homes Knox, eldest son of Vis-

count Northland, and Nicolson Calvert,
Esq , afterward of Hunsdon House,
Hens, who for (hlrty-tw- o years repre-sante- rl

thnt borough In Parliament Mr
Calveit and Frances Per?' were married
In January 1780, At the time of her mar-
riage and for long afterward Mrs.
Calvert was extremely handsome nnd at- -

tractive. She was tall and fair, with
blue eye9 and the stately bearing for
which many women of hor day were re-

markable. Sho Is said to have inherltod
much of her father' wit and cleverness
as well as the goodness and tenderness
of heart which made Lady Pery be-

loved. Sho and her sister, as coheir-
esses, were well dowered. Mrs. Knox
succeeded to tnor.t of Lord Very's landed
property in Ireland, and Mrs. Calvert's
portion of 80,000 was thought In those
days to be a considerable fortune.

Soon after tho wedding Mr Calvert took
his bride to visit his family" In London,
They had a very gay time. Mrs. Cahert re-

cords In her journal, and one ball which
she describes, given by White's Club nt
the Pantheon, was so full and hot that
she declined to go to any more. It must
have been nn extraordinary sight, for
ehescys: "We were all splendidly dressed
In a uniform of white nnd gold, with 'Ood
save the King' embroidered on otir hend-dresF-

" Wo may sum up one pecul-
iarity of Mrs Cahert 'n nt ence. When-eve- r

fhe fciind n bill or "Pfsembly" well
attended she complained of the heat and
the crowd. When the a ttendence anywhere
was thin, she pronounced the entertp.in-men- t

dull On several occasions she
mentions that she was Invited to a very
small and select party, and that she is
aware sho ought to feel flattered; but h
Invariably inveighs sgeinst the stupidity
of those present Other chroniclers of
these festivities may agree with her, but
the indictment will then lie p gainst her
n well. We do not qulto gather what
constituted h"r standard of Intellectual
entertainment She always tells us, or
rather her children, whom she directly
addresses nt times - precisely how people
looked end generally how they behaved,
especially in reference to herself About
the time of her marriage th" Duke of York
married Princ.ee s Fredrricn. daughter to
the King of Pniesla, and Mrs. Calvert was
presented to her r.fter being presented
at caurt "She seemed to me to bo ft poor
looking little thing; 111 dretsed. and with
a great deal of rouge." she says,

For a number cf years tho Calverts
occupied different furnished houses in
Loudon, and lifter Mr Calvert's father

Huusdcn House they had a small
country house near it But wherever
their nominal residence happened to bo
they paid frequent and sometimes pro-

tracted visits to Brighton, where in 1783

Lady Pitt presented them to the Prince
oT Wales, who invited them to n ball at
the Pavilion They elo made the ac-

quaintance of Mrs. Fitr.herbert, "who,
elthough she certainly could not be the
Prince's wife according to the law of the
land, had had the marriage ceremony
performed and was very much con-
sidered and respected." Lady Jersey
was there at tho time, and Mrs. Calvert
saw the beginning of that flirtation which
afterward caused the rupture between
the Princo and Mrs. Fitzherbert and
ended in his marrying the PrinccFs of
Wales. Later on she saw a good deal of
tho Prince's friendship with Lady Hert-
ford, which was highly unpopular. On one
occcslon j he wag placed in p. disagreeable
and somewhat dangerous pesition through
being mistaken by the mob for Lady Jer-
sey, whom she admits she resembled.
Her carriage and servants were well
pelted with mud Lady Jersey was sup-poee- d

to have caused tho dijeensions be-

tween the Prince and Princess cf Wales
Rtid to have succeeded fatally In her efforts
to set the Prince against his wife It
ended in his never speaking to Lady Jer-
sey r.nd hating her as well as his wife

When the young Calverts in their turn
inherited Hunsdon House they proceeded
to tear it down and rebuild, which was a
greet pity because of the deeply Inter-
esting historical associations connected
with tho old structure Incidentally
the expense forced them to do without a
town house until a man whom the lady
had always disliked and against whom
she had spoken in her diary, calling him
"without exception the greatest hog 1

eser saw," bequeathed her husband one,
which nhe soon sold because it was not
in the quarter of London to which she
was accustomed

Hunsdon House was probably the site
of a Homan villa. Quite recently a Roman
bath was discovered in it. and the well
from which the house is aunpticd y

with water is the same which was made
by the Homans to supply the bath. The
estate being escheated after Ilosworth, it
became royal property, and in 1524 was
given to the Earl of Surrey, afterward
Duke of Norfolk, as a reward for his ser
vices on Flodden Field, by his son, who
was father of the poet Earl of Surrey.
When in 1324 Henry VIII. resumed pos-
session of tho manor he enlarged the
house nnd created it a palace royal. There
he lived for some time, but he chiefly used
it for u nursery for his three children,
Mary, Elizabeth and Edward. When Ed-

ward VI. came to the throne he gave
Hunsdon to Princess Mary, and she lived
there during his reign. At her death the
estate passed to Queen Elizabeth, who
granted it to her cousin, Sir Henry, son
of William Carey and Mary Boleyn, sister
of Elizabeth's mother, and it remained in
the family for about one hundred years,
being eventually sold to a man who mort-
gaged it in 1737 to Mr. Nicolson; and he
bequcstfhed it to his nephew, Nicolson
Calvert, M. P., who already owned a con-
siderable amount or property in Hert-
fordshire. A Mr Chnrrington is now the
owner. It will be seen that, with plenty
of money, titled relatives, personal beauty
on tho part of both Mrs. Calvert anil her
husband, and a historic estate, Mrs. Cal-

vert was very much in tho swim of the
grent world nnd in a way to meet all the
prominent personages. Some of these
prominent personage wero untitled, as
we know from other sources; but Mrs.
Calvert usually records only the names of
titled people, unless, indeed, tho untitled
hold some sort of unique position, liko Mrs.
Fitzherbert, for example. She occasion-
ally blumes a clergynvin for not being
whut n olergymui should be, going to
horse races nnd tho like; but when it is a
question of the powerful social hierarchy
she takes the safe and politio ground thnt
nil that is is right, and so long ns the
naughty peoplo are "received" she seems
to suffer no moral shock. She restores
the equilibrium by making severe remarks
to herself nnd promising herself perfec-
tion during the coming year whenever
her birthday reminds her of thnt accepted
duty, though she does not npponr to have
required severity from nny one, 'She
seems to have been a dutiful nnd loving
wife, a fond nnd nnxlous mother to thoBo
of hor twelve children who survived In-

fancy, and nn amiable, admired member
of society.

II.
Mis, Calvert saw u good deal of Mie

Prince of Wules during her sojourns ut
Brighton and in London nnd wasenchanted
with his manners, "which aro superior
to every one's," sho suys, though she
uses the word "condescending." In after
years, when the Prince became Regent,
he wns not always so "affable," and some,
times omit led her ft 0111 his parties, to her

i

vexation, which she faithfully sets down,
as she does her candid opinion of Lady
Salisbury when that lady Invites Mr. Cal
vert to Hatfield without her and mum
hies a transparently false excuse: or for
gets her when she Is giving a reception
to foreign princes and makes no excuse
whatever. It must be conceded , howe er,
that Mrs. Calvert got her full share of
desirable invitations from both these
supercilious Individuals, ns well as from
many others; but she was essentially a
society woman, who pined when not In
company, apparently, and expected ft
good deal from others. When she began
to give "assemblies" herself the Prince
and tho lloyal Dukes accepted her Invi-
tations; and she mentions that on one such
occasion, in 1804, the Prince and Mrs.
Fitzherbert wero the lat people In the
house and went nway In the same car-
riage, a reconciliation having been ef-

fected, which surprised her until she
found that they always did. AM his time
Mrs. Fitzherbert was doing tlie honors
cf the Prince's house, living in ft house
communicating with the Pavilion at Brigh
ton nnlll thehotise she was building could
bo finished. She was then fifty, too fat.
with a charming countenance and fine
features, but n mouth mftjo ugly by
defective false teeth, and 11 very white
and prettily formed bosom, which she
displayed too much for the taste of Mrs.
Calvert, who often longed fo throw n
handkerchief over It. Iler'tnntiners were
unaffected, good humored, with flashing
looks of III temper, and pleasing but very
r.bsent; nnd the diarist believed her to be
unhappy, for in her fits of absence she
somet'mes heaved such denp sighs thnt
Mrs, Calvert actually started. Mrs.
Htsdicrhert did not appear to possessany
brilliancy, agreeable talents or powers
of captlvatlon, though she certainly must
have had thrm to hold the Prince so many
years.

tier first, children Mrs. Cnliert hal in-

oculated for smallpox; but bv lR04shewc
converted to vaccination, nnd records that
having lieen sent some cowpox matter
she intended to Inoculate all the poor peo-
ple about her. She would inoculate as
many as n dozen in one morning, nnd
being the lady of the manor tho frightened
people had to submit. One entry men-
tions that out of fourteen she had

only one man took the infection,
ond sho adds: "I am very unlucky!" Gen-
erally her comments are characterized
by common sense nnd right feeling. She
criticises the appointment of Lady De
Clifford as governess to Princess Char-
lotte of Wales as very Improper because
the lady was tho bosom friend of Mrs.
Fitzherbert and devoted to the card table,
for instance. Her remarks on manners
are amusing, especially if the comparative
method be applied. She liked condescen-
sion in the Prince of Wales; hut she says
of the Duchess of Bedford that she was a
pretty young woman but had an air of
hauteur, a careless look of conscious su-
periority, of rank, which offended her,
despite her civility of manner. "She
don't hit my fancy." But she describes
the Duchess of Athole as very pleasing,
"without the least height in her manner."

Mrs. Calvert was decidedly self-centr-

and her opinion of people's characters.
manners and morals varied according as
they affected her or those dear to her.
Miss Esther Alcorn, the beauty and heiress,
furnishes an amusing case in point. She
calls the girl a "flirt," which she uudoubt
edly was, when several of her relatives
were smitten with her. But when she
married Althorp. Earl Spencer's
heir, she allowed herself to believe that
her suspicions as to Esther's good char-
acter and amiability might, possibly be
true, and responded suitably to her affec
tionate advances. But she does not like
to havo people allertheir manners to her.
She mentions that one day at court the
Prince only nodded to "Mr. C." as she
always calls her husband in her journal,
though when she was at Brighton he had
professed the most violent friendship for
that gentleman. This prompts her to
resort to Scripture for' the relief of her
feelings, and after quoting "Put not your
trust in princes" she declares that it Is
true, and she does not believe there is any
sincerity in them; this in spite of the fact
that the Prince had been very cordial to
her on the occasion In question. An amus-
ing item entered three days later fits in
neatly. She says. "I hear the King has
borrow ed a great deal of plate for his ball
at Windsor and from some
people who are not invited there. I think
that a comical circumstance." Notwith-
standing her strictures on the "Buck
Parson," whose visits to Newmarket ap-

peared to her unseemly, she is not averse
to playing cards when she wins. When
she loses it is quite another muttor. She
played cisaino one night, for example,
with a certain Miss Jeffries among others.
This is her account of the party: " V nasty,
cross thing Miss Jeffries Is, I declare I

would rather not touch a card again than
be nt her party. I dare say sho don't like
me n bit bettor, for when she spoke very
gruflly to me or some card I hnd played
which she did not approve of I very coolly
answered. 'I should do exactly tho same
were I to play it over again.' She is toady
to Mrs. Fitzherbert. and her bosom friend,
so thinks herself in consequence n very
great crsonage, I lost f 7 If I go on in
this way I shall soon cut cards, for I don't
choose to lose my. money " Her recorded
winnings of other people' money, by the
way, range from JL'U to f. In an evening,

Whether tho customary refreshment
nt evening parties in I.ondon in 103 was
sandwiches, wine and water, or whether
Mrs". Calvert mentions having provided
that Lucullan feast for her hundred friends
because it v;ns unusual and a porsounl
triumph for her that, under the circum-
stances, they stayed until between I

end 2 in the morning, is not clear.
Hut there is no difficulty in understanding
a piece of wit perpetrated by a Mr.dekyll,
which Lord Cronley reported to tho
journalist, especially in view of the present
uncomfortable situation of the peers,
The King had a baron of beef roasted at
Windsor on the day that Lord Melville
wns Impeached in the House of Commons,
Tliereuion Mr. lekyll mado the following
lines: "Dukes, marquises, carls look
about you, Lest roasting bo carried too
tnr on There's Parliament roasting a
viscount, Nnd his Majesty roasting a
Baron "

When the Duke or Bedford was ap.
pointed Ird Lieutenant of li eland the
Ministry would not let tho Duchoss's
mother, tho Duchess of Oordon, go
with hor, because sho was such a strange,
flighty woman nnd would set the country
aflame. Her potential owers in that
direction may bo judged from Mrs. Cal.
vert's anecdote Tho Duchess, sho said,
went nbout nbusing Ireland, nnd snld
that going there was ns bad as being
banished to Siberia When sho mode
thnt speech to Uird Darnloy he coolly
Answered: "es, Ducliess.ortoScotlaud!"
Of another Duchess, famous for her
beauty, Oeorgiann, wile of the fifth DuUeof
Devonshire, she snys, when recording
hr death, that her debts worn Immense
in spite of the I net that the Duke had paid
JCiro.OOd n few years before. The Duchess
had "lost a great deal gambling in the

alley (on change). She was unbounded
in her charities, but as sho paid no trades
people, and borrowed from everyone who
would lend to her, one must say her
charity wt at the expenso of other people.
Slany.they say, have been ruined by her.
It is incalculable what mischief she has
clone in the town."

Apropos of the epigram Just quoted
we may set down a conversation which
took place between Lord Laudordnlo and
the dreaded Duchess of Oordon already
mentioned. Io'd Lauderdale asked tho
Duchess where her friend Lord Melville
wns, "Dining." said she, "at the Prin
cess of Wales's." "Very good company
for each other." remarked his lordship,
"two acquitted felons." "Oh," replied
the Duchess, "had your correspondence
with Brissor in 173 leon Intercepted, you,
my Lord, would not have lieen an ac-
quitted felon "

Mrs. Calvert was err set in her onui- -
lons-un- til sho chanced them. When
she saw I ady Bridget BouverlVs daugh-
ters dresd for Lady lv.isdowne's
magquerad- - sh thought to heelf, "I will
novertakemy daughters to amasqtierade,
1 think it an improper place for a young
nnd delicate female." "When a woman
marries." she adds, "she may very well
go tinder the protection of her husband,
but not without hltu while very young."
And she exhorts heV daughters IsaUlla
and France never to no. while under
30, without, their huband. A very
few yeirs later she was taking her Isa-
bella and hot Frances to numerous mas
querades, and describes their costumes.
As Isabella was oily 1. when sho married
and the quotations fram the temlnlscences
slop short before Fanny, wh-- i never
married, reached the trmlssible age.
we get another specimen of that
cbangeahleuefa which li supposed to con
stitute v great a charm In woman. Evi-
dently the lady never read over her old
diaries. Another amusing instance of
her methods k concerned with politics.
She says that her sister io electioneering
for Lord Cochrane; that u cartful of
sailors had driven up Orosvenor street,
where-- the ster lived, and given the ladv
thti-- cheeis: and that her mother U quite
In a fright lest she should get Into the
papers. "I'or my part 1 think she is cazv ."
she comments But shortly afterward,
while visiting her sister, Mrs. Calvert had
an encounter with Sir John Sebright on
the subjec t of politics. He was very dis-
agreeable, and she was very warm, belt
they shook hands at patting. "If I can
possioiy prevent it," she winds up her
story, "Sir John shall never represent our
oounty again. A woman's talk can have
great eTect in a county election, and I
won't be sparing of mine!" One of the
fads,of the day seems to have forestalled
the exhortations to a certain form of
serious labor advocated by a lately de-
ceased foreign author of great fame, "I
began anew science to-da- shoemaking,"
writes this lady who was determined to
keep up with tho times. "It is all the
fashion, I had a master with me for two
hours, and I think I shall be able to make
very nice shoes," And the next day she
records that she his finished one all by
nerseir inat Is the last we hear about it.
Probably she had no time left from her
arduous frequentation of duchesses and
princesses to finish the mate. Another
fad seems to have been to wear a wig at
one's wedding. That is what Lady Anna
Maria Stanhope did when she was mar-
ried to Lord Tavistock in 180. The bride
cried all tho time and looked very bad,
with all her load or ornaments: but when
she came clown in her own hair, and a
round muslin frock, without ornaments,
to start on the wedding trip, she looked
very pretty.

III.
In 1805 Felix Calvert, the journalist's

eldest and best beloved sou. insisted upon
entering the army. He won the respect
and prulse of all his commanders and rose
'to the rank of general. His mother Is
continually anxious about him during
the wars, nnd beseems to have occupied
the chief place in her affections, Isa-
bella, who madeherappearuueein society,
coming next. It must havo been rather
uncomfortable to Isabella to lead in this
diary her mothor's comments on her ap-
pearance and ill success. "I feel a good
deal disappointed nnd mollified about
Isnbellu. I expected her to be prettier
and more admired. If sho would but
tuke to growing nil would yet bo well."
Before long Isabella became hundsome,
or people thought so at least; und she
shortly mnrried Sir James St rouge or
Ireland, whoso estate proved larger than
the Calverts at first supposed, to their

I pleasure. When Fanny's turn came to
enter society mamma suffered anguish
less keen; but she kept up her practice or
setting down the names of nil her daugh-
ter's partners, ns she hnd done with
Isabella. Fanny seems to have hnd n very
fair selection of swnins, or else mamma
disdained to mention the untitled; but
all to no purpose. The mother picked
out a desirable match, but remarks that
she supposes Fanny would refuse him
should he liko the girl and propose. But
pretty Fanny, although sho never forced
her mother to note down that she had
vexed her amazingly because sho would
not hold up her head, and looked a dowdy
thing, remained unwedded. Possibly it
was because mamma regarded the waltz,
then just coming into high fashion, as
vulgar and did not allow her to dance
it and Improvo her opportunities. But
at any rnto hor mother did not have to
complain of her eloping with nny one, as
did the Duchess of Bichmond, whose
daughter. Lady Sarah Lennox, ran oft
with the very handsome Sir Peregrine

I Maitland, who had not a penny. Kir
Peregrine afterward became Governor
of the Cape, but the Duchess always
spoke contemptuously of her daughter
as Barrack Sal.

Mrs. Calvert herself had a power of
thrusting keenly on occasion. A Mrs.
Chaplin appropriated Mrs. Calvert's cloak
after an asiembly nt Lady Somcrs's.in
May. Mrs. Calvert never knew who had
taken it until she met Mrs. Chaplin wear-
ing it in November, and claimed it. Mrs.
Chaplin admitted taking It because she
could not find her own, and, not unuatu-rnll-

the owner expected to receive it
back at once. But Mrs, Chaplin, after
being repeatedly told by friends how Im-

proper it wu'j for her to keep it, wrote Mrs.
Calvert the following note. "My dear
Madam Iforgot to tell you yesterday that
since you elalmoj tho brown cloak it hns
been worn, and if you like to havo It aftor
my use of six months I beg you will say
so and it shall be returned," To this Mrs,
Calvert replied: "Dear Mudum I nm quite
sorry you havo had trouble of writing
n not n about the cloak, which is ol no sort

r consequence, H you like to Rive It to
my maid, 1 dare say she will be vory thank,
ful and not mind your havmg worn it."
Lord Crnnley wrote two sets of verses on
the Incident, one after the manner of "The
HouseThat Jack Built, "which represented
the garment as "tattered nnd torn."

IV.
We get brief glimpses of political mat'

ters at home and of happenings and bat- -

ties abroad, Interspersed with pen por-trai- ts

of royalty, whoso solemn duty,
Mrs. Calvert's opinion, seems to be to look
nanusonio ana hold themselves
Buch as the description of the unlmppv
Princess of Wales as looking "liken bmir
of dirty clothes," and of Princess t hat,
lotte, on her first appearance at emm ft
a "good humored, white, fat girl, like

family, but there don 't seem to i.
much grace or dignity nbotit her sh.
gives mo more the Idea of a boarbi..
school girl thun n princess." Mi- .

afford to be severe; den-e- st Isnbelli 'mlong since exceeded her most sanguine ..
pectntlons and thrown Imr Info 11 1,. ....

fluttor by the reputation for henuu in,
she achieved; nnd Fanny's soccos r
advantageous settlement In life s'.om. ,

assured. Presently we have the I r .i e.
Charlottobetrotlvd, after having propoii
to several princes, to Prince Leopol (,
Haxe-Cobur- g, afterward King of Belgium,
and aro told that, she sat half an hour in
her carriage the evening shi' was marrm
waiting for her bridegroom, who coul
not tind his greatcoat. When the Hcgeni
heard of it he is said to have remarked
"Damn his greatcoat,!"

Sometimes Mrs. Cilvert goes over lo
Ireland to visit her daughter, but. sh
misses society and hurries back. On one
such visit she was sent to bed slipperier,
at the house of n relative, half an hour aftr
midnight.. She had eaten a light dinner
and was looking forward to supper with
great gusto, when some iced water w,i
brought in and nothing else was offered,
She expresses nosiirprisn at the iced water
as a novelty, so possibly it was a common
place of the epoch nnd not Areprehenaib!e
Americin Once she made a
tour on the Continent, in company with
Isabella and husband, her nephew and hi
wife, and on the whole enjoyed it. doine
a little smuggling of Brussels lace and
fibbing to the custom house officer in
the regulation manner, visiting the field
of Waterloo and seeing a good deal of
prominent persons and fashionable society
everywhere, thinks to her numorous
acquaintances and good introductions.
In 1818, aftor this journey, she execute?
another of hor amusing right about faceo.
She has mentioned shunning some one
because the lady is suspected of being a
bluestocking, which appears to have

been a ery terrible accusation. But now
she speaks of finding Lady Davy very
agreeable, adding, "she is very 'blue,' and
as I am very anxious to get into that sort
of society I like to cultivate her." About
the same time she is pleased to And "a
fine long puff in the Morning Post about -

a nan sne nas given, getting into print
having apparently assumed a different
aspect in her eyes. The Princo Regent
is frequently mentioned throughout from
the social and political point or view, as
well as the other members of the royal
family, especially the numerous royal
dukes, who were exciting and unexpected
in their ways, if not very gifted or note-worth-

Of the Iiegent sho recounts thai
on being asked whether he did not thin:,
some girl pretty, he replied "Oirl1 I don t

liko lamb, but mutton dressed lamb
fashion."

Mr Calvert died in 1841, from softcnin :
of tho brain. Mrs. Culvert survived her
beloved Felix nnd most of these whom
she loved, nd died in 1859, ui;ed W
Though she was not fond of her native
country and never went there if sh" cculil
help it, says tho editor of her memuiif
which are compiled only to the year W
she was nevertheless a typical Irish
woman, impotuous, warm hearted ami
holding up the bright example of an abso-
lutely pure, good life to a society whose
morals left very much to be desired. Her
habit of hasty speech remained with her
to her dying day. and her young relative- -
were not a little afraid of her in cone- '
quence. "What do you raeon by lolling
in your chair?" she said sharply to one of
her granddaughters. "Do you know thnt
my greatuncle made the grand tour in
his own carriage, and during the whole
timo he never once leant back!" In
uddition to two beautiful portraits of Mrs.
Calvert the volumo contains thirty illu-
strations, chiefly portraits, and a tablf
showing her descendants

COLLEGE PLA VWItlGH VS.

Prof. Ilakrr Tells limit the Work of tlir
ritss at Harvard.

Another field of work for which th
college has of Ute endeavored to give
preparation is pl.iywriting. Many college
now offer courses In pl.iywriting nnd with
results, us Edward Sheldon nnd his "Snlv.i- -

tion Nell show. Prof. Oeorge P. Baker,
from whose Hnrvard chss room Mr
Sheldon stepped to his Broadw.iy sue-cos-

tells in the Dramatic. Miner how
hU play writing lnborntory wns started

"Certain students," he suys, "wore very
insistent that they should be allowed
to substitute for their research ww'
In tho hist ory of Engli-- h drama nttempt
at playwriting. In exceptional rases I

ullowed this substation'. It soon beaim
evident thnt instruction in certain rudi-

ments of pliy writing was needed if th"
young people wero to be as successful
ns their skill in drawing characters nnd
their effective dialogue seemed to promise
What has given success to Iim rapid
growth nt Harvard of the technical study
of the elramn, nnd above all to the work
In playwriting, hns been that it hns devel-

oped to meet n demand incwinglv
strong and apparently likely to He per-

manent.
"Very many more plays are given each

year In our colleges than used to be given,
triftrn Ltnrlt. rf rlna am (.Ivan nnil nl.lt 4

01 very mucu more signiucuuie
has added to his musical

burlesnues and his occasional perform.
, ance of standard plays frequent

or classics or the foreign slate,
vory interesting revival m i,iipoenirt
nnd Jacobean plays, prison! At inn of

modern pluvs of unusual interest and
even the production of original work,
in some cases or decided promise I mie
graduate organizations givitu; then mite
t.l.nllt. i or nripinrl wiui,
A. la. 'ut lliirv:irfl. lit Tnfls Politfe .in.1

I understand, at Columbia and the 1 m

versity or Syracuse. Doulitle.: l re
nre other such orguniallotis. AM id
makes for a keener public that - i

sympathetic and catholic In its ts,e
"Obviously no course can uer'o .i

dramatist nor can it make a drnnwi -i

out ol some one whose desires me giem
but whoso inborn powers show no m'i
dramatic reeling. A course run. W
ever, ir properly conducted be a tur
sliver to n person who brings to tho v . .

n real reeling for sneakins to the t V-

in the form of the ttram.?
"It is at best u bridge from inexpenei

to tho full expression of ono's powi.
But assuredly, when it college announce,
complete instruction In English comnn-- i
tion. it should if nosslblo aid tho vjun

I people sure to bo in Its midst who ure
none.stiy desirous oi uruinnu--"On- o

nnd nil, however, of these ccl
lege courses if well handled make for h

better understanding of what the drnma
bus been nnd is, that is, they create nius
und more u pub'io ready to respond to
admirable performnnces or the pk'V
which I lino has approved and eager t

oncouriiRo the best no matter whether
it be farce, comodv. story, play or trng-od-

In tho work of the pn-sen- t day wmi'ii-- .

'That is, I believe all this work in ur
mlliiTisi iim Imi lii rrr aR fin i hn rrrAl loll

land tho maintaining in our theatres ol
an Intelligent and sympathetic public."


